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HPAC SMALL GROUPS CURRICULUM 
WEEK 4: COMMIT 

 
 
 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Welcome to Week 4 of our Small Group Cycle! This is the last week of our spiritual 
preparation period as a church. Everything we’ve done together over the last four 
weeks has been building up to our Friends Day, which is happening this coming 
Sunday! Together, we have prayed and fasted, we have talked to our friends, and we 
have invited them to Friends Day! Now, in this last week are going to reaffirm their 
commitment to Friends Day and work together to make Friends Day a spectacular 
occasion!  
 
Over the last few weeks, we have been talking about the Parable of the Great Banquet, 
told by Jesus. In the parable, Jesus tells us about a master who prepared a wonderful 
feast for his friends. The master sent his servants to invite his friends to the banquet. 
However, many of his friends made excuses as to why they could not come. Some were 
too busy, some made other plans, some couldn’t find a good enough reason for their 
excuse – but all of them were not willing to go to the feast. This hurt and angered the 
master, so he decided to tell his servants that they should go into all of the streets of 
town and invite those with needs – the poor, the cripple, the blind and the lame to 
come and partake of this feast. The Bible tells us that when the servants had done as 
the master has said, that they came back and reported to him that there was still room 
at the table.  
 
The master’s next instruction to his servants is where we will take our lesson from 
today: 
 

> Luke 14:23 (NLT) – “23 So his master said, ‘Go out into the country lanes and 
behind the hedges and urge anyone you find to come, so that the house will be 
full.” 

 
 
 



          
  HIGHEST PRAISE APOSTOLIC CHURCH             WEEK 1 
 SMALL GROUPS              IDENTIFY 

URGE THEM TO COME 
 
After the master had prepared, after he had sent out invitations, after his servants had 
talked to people, the master’s final instruction was that they go out and “urge” people 
to come so that the house would be full.  
 
This message is so subtle and simple, yet so profound. In the previous verses, the 
servants had already talked to the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame. They had 
already gone out and invited people to come. They returned back and reported to the 
master that they had invited many to come. But the master was not satisfied with just 
those they had already invited – the master sent them back out and said find more and 
“urge them to come, so that the house will be filled.”  
 
Why was the master insistent on the servants going back out and urging people to 
come? Because the master knew that some people would need a little more 
compulsion and convincing to get there.  
 
The English word “urge” found in Luke 14:23 is derived from the Greek word 
“anankason”, which means, to necessitate and compel. 
 
According to the Expositor’s Greek Testament Commentary, what the master meant 
when he said to “urge” or “compel” them to come was that pressure would be 
needed to overcome the hesitation and disbelief of people as to the invitation to them 
being meant seriously. It was understood that these “countrymen” would be apt to 
literally laugh in the servant’s face at the idea of an invitation to the master’s house.  
 
Therefore, the master was essentially saying that his servants would have to present a 
compelling argument, or persuasion, to get these people to come. Why did the Master 
want them to go to such lengths? So that the house would be full.  
 
 
FRIENDS DAY 
 
This is what our focus this week is all about! Just as the master instructed his servants, 
so we too must go back to our friends and urge them to join us on Friends Day. We 
must strive to get their commitment!  
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No one likes facing resistance or overcoming opposition. We understand that asking 
our friends to commit themselves to coming with us to Friends Day or joining our Small 
Group may seem difficult and feel a little uncomfortable. However, if we approach this 
carefully, we can come up with a compelling persuasion to commit our friends to 
Friends Day.  
 
First, once again, let’s review what Friends Day is.  
 
Friends Day is a church-wide celebration event that puts the focus on getting our 
unsaved friends connected to our Small Groups. This celebration will take place during 
a Sunday Celebration Service. Even though we are accustomed to offering our guests 
an amazing Dream Team experience every Sunday, on this particular day, all Small 
Group Leaders will work together to prepare an extraordinary event for our friends who 
attend Friends Day.  
 
Friends Day will include festive decorations, free beverages, and a special service that 
creates an atmosphere that is warm and welcoming. The songs and preaching will 
focus on general biblical themes such as, God’s love, belonging, etc. On this day, no 
guest should be left unattended – a great spirit of hospitality and service must exude 
from every church member. And during this time, friends should enjoy the company 
and interaction with other Small Group members, Small Group Leaders and church 
members. At the end of the service, a special prayer will be made over all of the guests 
who come. Friends Day will be on Sunday, May 2nd, 2021! 
 
So, how can we compel people to come to Friends Day? There are different ways we 
can approach our friends – you know your friends, so use wisdom in your approach. 
However, if you need guidance, here’s a sample of something you could say: 
 

> “Hi (friend’s name), this is (your name) and I’m calling to confirm you are coming 
to Friends Day this Sunday! Before you say no, I want you to know that I already 
put your name down on the list and reserved a seat for you to come! I added 
your name to the list for a free meal and drink from our Agape Café that day as 
well. It would really mean the world if you would be my guest at church this 
Sunday. Our service is going to be amazing and I know God has something 
special for you!”  

 
This is just one example of key points you can use when compelling to your friends to 
come. Think of creative ways that you can get their commitment. As the master said to 
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his servants, he expected that some would laugh or not be inclined to come, so he told 
them to urge…to compel…to persuade…to necessitate them to come.  
 
At the end of the day, if someone absolutely refuses to come, do not push so hard that 
you ruin your witness with them. If they are not ready to come, you can still continue to 
pray for them and show them the love of Christ!  

 
 
PARABLE PARALLELS 
 
As we get ready to talk to our friends and commit them to come to Friends Day, 
remember that our work is not done! This is just the beginning of God working in our 
friends’ lives. Once we get them in the house, they can sit with the Master. As we bring 
these four weeks of spiritual preparation to a close we want to briefly examine the 
scriptural parallels to this parable in scripture. These parallels are important, because 
although we used this parable for the first four weeks of our Small Groups Cycle, we 
must still continually be on the lookout for souls and find the opportunity to be a 
witness to everyone! 
 

> The Master in the parable is representative of Jesus Christ.  
> The servants in the parable are representative of the Church and its members.  
> The house in the parable is representative of the temple, or church gathering. 
> The banquet in the parable is representative of communion with Christ 

(relationship).  
> Those with needs, in the streets, in the parable are representative of sinners who 

are in need of Christ.  
 
Also, there is one major underlying parallel that is relevant here as well which we will 
briefly mention: 
 

> Ultimately, the parable also speaks of the ultimate plan of Jesus Christ to save 
the world from their sins. Originally, in the Old Testament, the holy nation of 
Israel were considered God’s chosen people. The nation of Israel awaited the 
triumphant coming of their Messiah – their Savior. We know that Jesus Christ 
was the Messiah. However, scriptures teach us that the nation of Israel did not 
recognize Jesus Christ as their Messiah (John 1:11). Because of their rejection of 
Jesus Christ as Messiah, Christ did the unthinkable – at least to the Jews. He 
came for all. He became the Savior of the world and chose to die for the sins of 
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all mankind. This is important to point out, because this is also another meaning 
of this parable. Those who rejected or declined the invitation in the parable also 
is indicative of the Jews’ rejection of Christ as Messiah. But those who came 
from the streets, are indicative of every sinner who finds Christ! 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
As we enter this final stage of preparation for Friends Day, and we continue in our 
weekly meetings, we must remember that the whole reason we are here is to introduce 
sinners to Jesus Christ! By inviting our friends and bringing them to church and our 
Small Group, we have faith that God will touch their lives. As believers, we have an 
obligation to welcome others into the arms of Christ! 
 
The Apostle Paul wrote to the Church of Rome on this very matter and uttered these 
powerful words: 
 

> Romans 15:5-7 (ESV) – “5 May the God of endurance and encouragement grant 
you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6 that 
together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 7 Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the 
glory of God.” 

 
Let this be our prayer today, as a Small Group… 
 
”Lord, give us endurance and encouragement so we can live together in harmony and 
in right relationship with You. By granting us the endurance and encouragement we 
need, we may glorify you in the spirit of unity, and we may welcome one another – and 
others – as you have received and welcomed us!”  


