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HPAC SMALL GROUPS CURRICULUM 
WEEK 2: CONTACT 

 
 
 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Welcome to the second week of the Small Groups Cycle! Last week, we read the 
Parable of the Great Banquet, told by Jesus in Luke 14, and we came to the 
understanding that we must spiritually prepare ourselves to be ready to receive our 
guests and friends into our Small Group. The first step in this four-week spiritual 
preparation is that we have identified at least seven friends who we can invite to 
Friends Day, and we began praying and fasting for them in this past week. We are 
going to continue praying and fasting for them throughout the next few weeks, 
because we believe that by doing so, God is going to begin working on their hearts.  
 
As we continue to intercede and consecrate ourselves before the Lord, for our friends, 
it is time for the next step in our spiritual preparation. This week we are going to 
CONTACT our friends directly and let them know that we are praying for them.  
 
So, before we get into the lesson, we are going to pass out the Friends Card, and we 
want you to write down the names of the seven friends that you plan to contact and 
invite to Friends Day.  By writing down the names on the Friends Card, you are 
committing yourself to continue to pray and fast for these friends. Additionally, you will 
invite and commit them to coming to Friends Day – and ultimately help them find 
salvation.  
 
 
SPREADING THE WORD 
 
There are many lessons to learn from the Parable of the Great Banquet, which we will 
discuss over the next few weeks. However, today’s lesson is found in verse 17 of the 
scripture passage –  
 

> Luke 14:17 (NLT) – “17 When the banquet was ready, he sent his servant to tell 
the guests, ‘Come, the banquet is ready.’” 
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As we read last week, the first thing that the Master and his servants did was prepare to 
receive the guests. However, once the appropriate preparations had been made, the 
Master “…sent the servant to tell the guests…” – in other words, after the preparations 
began, it was time to begin spreading the word!  
 
As we have mentioned, this week’s focus is on getting the word out to our friends who 
we plan to invite to Friends Day and our Small Group. We are going to CONTACT our 
friends! Why is this important? Because we are not just “spreading the word” about 
Small Groups with them – we are going to “spread the Word” of God with them.  
 
Chances are, the people who God has put into your heart to pray and fast for, are 
people that you know well. You know what things they are dealing with in their 
personal lives – you know what things they need help with. Even if you do not know the 
specifics of their circumstance, you probably have an idea of what struggles they have. 
As Christians and disciples of Christ, we do not use this knowledge for our own gain, 
but instead we use this knowledge to allow the light of Christ to shine through us as we 
minister to our friends.  
  

> Matthew 5:16 (ESV) – “In the same way, let your light shine before others, so 
that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in 
heaven.” 

 
> Matthew 13:43 (ESV) – “43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the 

kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.”  
 

 
UNDERSTAND THEIR NEEDS 
 
As you begin making contact with your friends this week, ask the Holy Spirit to guide 
your conversation and give you understanding of their needs. What do we mean by 
this?  
 
In your conversations this week you are not inviting them to Friends Day, or to join your 
Small Group. The only objective of these conversations is to touch base with your 
friends and understand their needs. To let them know that you have been praying for 
them. To speak life into their situation, and to show them the love of Christ.  
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By speaking the Word of God into their lives – by showing them Christ’s love – we are 
building their faith and their openness to the plan of God for their lives.  
 
As we aim to make these meaningful connections, we must understand several 
important points: 
 

1. The Holy Spirit will give you the power to be a witness… 
 

> Acts 1:8 (ESV) – “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you, and you will be my witnesses…” 
  

> This is why it is so important to continue to be in prayer for our friends. 
God’s Spirit will prepare you and give you the power to be the right 
witness. 

 
  

2. The Word of God builds faith… 
 

> Romans 10:17 (ESV) – “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through 
the word of Christ.” 
  

> You may not have the exact answer or solution to the problems your 
friends may share with you – that’s okay. All you need to do is point your 
friends back to God’s Word. When they hear God’s Word they will be 
encouraged and find faith. 

  
3. The following scripture references are great passages that can be used in your 

conversation to build faith… 
 

> Jeremiah 29:11 (ESV) – “11 For I know the plans I have for you, declares 
the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a 
hope.”  
  

> John 14:13 (ESV) – “Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son.” 
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> Romans 8:28 (ESV) – “28 And we know that for those who love God all 
things work together for good, for those who are called according to his 
purpose.” 

 
> Matthew 19:26 (ESV) – “26 But Jesus looked at them and said, “With 

man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” 
 

> Romans 5:8 (ESV) – “8 But God shows his love for us in that while we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 

  
4. Sometimes, our friends may not be as receptive to this type of communication 

as we would like. They may not want to hear about Christ or to know that you’re 
praying for them. If you get these types of responses, do not be disheartened or 
discouraged – just keep praying for them and letting the light of Christ shine 
through you.  
 
In the Parable of the Great Banquet, we see that when the servants of the 
Master began contacting their friends, many of their friends made excuses as to 
why they couldn’t come and did not receive the open invitation.  
 

> Luke 14:18-20 (NLT) – “18 But they all began making excuses. One said, 
‘I have just bought a field and must inspect it. Please excuse me.’ 19 
Another said, ‘I have just bought five pairs of oxen, and I want to try them 
out. Please excuse me.’ 20 Another said, ‘I just got married, so I can’t 
come.’”  

  
Not everyone will be receptive or responsive to your efforts of witnessing. That 
is okay. Our goal as the children of God is to show the love of Christ to everyone 
and to show them the truth. Why? Because Christ’s love is unconditional and 
only the truth will set people free.  
 

> John 8:32 (ESV) – “And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you 
free.” 
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CONCLUSION 
 
Before we end this lesson, we want to outline exactly what all of us must purpose in our 
hearts to do this week, as we continue to reach our friends and loved ones!  
 

1. Continue Praying & Fasting – whichever weekday you signed up for last week, to 
commit to prayer and fasting, make sure that you keep that commitment. 
Continue to pray – continue to fast on that specific day for your friends who you 
have identified.  
  

2. Use the Friends Card – Now that you have written down the names of your 
friends, keep this card with you as a visual reminder to daily uplift your friend’s 
names in prayer. Also share these names with others in your Small Group so 
together we can pray for our friends.  
 

3. Contact Each Friend – Make time this week to contact each friend listed on your 
Friends Card and call them. In your call, tell them you’ve been praying for them 
– that your Small Group has been praying for them. Ask if they have any specific 
needs in their life that they need prayer for. If they share a need, let them know 
that your church will be praying specifically for that need.  
 

4. DO NOT Invite them to Small Groups or Church yet… - The invitation phase is 
next week, where we will actually invite them to come to Friends Day.  
 

 
As we continue to move forward and bring our friends before the Lord, have faith and 
believe that Christ will work on our behalf in areas that we cannot see. He will soften 
their hearts, He will help them find their way, He will answer their needs. Have 
faith…believe…that God will do it. And be consistent in prayer and intercession for our 
friends. In Jesus Name, you will see them saved and God will do what only He can do!  


