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WEEK 1 
WINNING FRIENDS FOR CHRIST: PART 1 

*Teacher’s Note: This lesson is designed to be read and used as a manuscript for the 
lesson. Each lesson should be taught within 30 minutes. Provide the supplemental 
resources, such as the Lesson Handouts (printed or digital copies), to your Small Group 
members to follow along. Additionally, Power Point presentations have been made to 
use with your lesson. All digital resources are available at www.hpachurch.com under 
the Leader Resources tab. After teaching the lesson, make time for a 15-minute 
discussion with your Small Group.  

“Put yourself in their shoes.” What does that phrase mean to you?  

2 Peter 1:5-8 KJV: “And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and 
to virtue knowledge; And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; 
and to patience godliness; And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly 
kindness charity. For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall 
neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ....”  

INTRODUCTION  

The basis of the process or trigger of winning our friends to the Lord Jesus Christ is the 
power of the Holy Spirit, as can be seen in the book of the Acts of the Apostles. And 
what is next? The relationships.  

The fullness of the Holy Spirit in the early Christians resulted in a supernatural 
development in their interpersonal relationships:  

Acts 2:44-47, KJV: “And all that believed were together, and had all things common; 
And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had 
need. And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread 
from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 
Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church 
daily such as should be saved.” 

Being a soul winner means dealing with people, and this, of course, is never easy, from 
a human perspective; but when the power of God is manifested in our lives, when we 
are filled with the Holy Spirit, our interpersonal relationships are taken to a whole new 
level.  
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Our success in bringing friends to the feet of Christ depends above all on the way we 
relate to them. That is why it is so important to develop in this area - the area of 
dealing with people. The following four questions are a brief evaluation to know if you 
are a person who is effectively related to others, if you are someone with the gift and 
ability to win friends for Christ:  

1. Am I quick to respond to the needs of others?  

2. Do I escape from problems, or do I look for solutions for them?  

3. Is my way of speaking generally positive or negative?  

4. Do I give others a second chance?  

THE GOLDEN RULE  

Now we will learn what the key is to relate to others in the best way, in order to win 
them to the kingdom of God. Christ gave us the basic rule for the establishment of 
quality human relationships; we call it the “Golden Rule.” This is about learning to put 
myself in the place of others, instead of trying to “put others in their place” —in the 
latter many of us are more than experts!  

At the end of the Sermon on the Mount, Christ summarized a series of deep thoughts 
about human behavior, and said:  

Matthew 7:12, KJV: “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to 
you, do ye even so to them.” In this brief but crucial commandment, Christ teaches us 
two fundamental things regarding the development of excellent human relationships: 

1. I must treat others as I would want them to treat me.  

2. The way I treat others is a decision of mine.  

What Christ was trying to say could be paraphrased like this: “Whatever your position 
in a relationship is, if you are aware of a problem or conflict, it is your responsibility to 
make the necessary effort to create a positive change. Stop pointing your revolver with 
your finger on the trigger or making excuses. Begin to be a catalyst, start 
demonstrating the right attitude. Decide to be a person with initiative and not a 
reactive person.”  
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WAYS IN WHICH WE WANT TO BE TREATED  

Basically, there are five ways we all want to be treated. Today, we will consider two of 
them.  

“I want others to encourage me.” The happiest people are those who invest their lives 
in others; the unhappiest are those who always think about how the world should make 
them happy. Raúl Meninger, a famous psychiatrist, was asked: What should a single 
and unhappy person do? His response was: “Unlock the door, go outside and look for 
a wounded and needy person.” The key is to forget yourself and serve others!  

“I want others to appreciate me.” William James said: “The deepest principle of 
human nature is the desire to be appreciated.” We cannot underestimate the value of 
anyone, much less take advantage of others. A few years ago, a survey was carried out 
on different kinds of workers about what the main sources of disagreement in their 
work were for them. These were his six main answers:  

1. Lack of recognition of contributions and suggestions.  

2. Lack of stimulus. 

3. Lack of correction of injustices and favoritism.  

4. Criticism of the employee in front of other people.  

5. Do not take into account the opinion of employees.  

6. Not inform employees of progress.  

CONCLUSION  

If we asked the brothers and friends of the congregation about what the main sources 
of disagreement with the church or their cell group are for them, what would they 
answer?  

Remember that The Golden Rule says that we should appreciate others in the same 
way that we want to be appreciated by them; treat them as if they were important 
people, they are!  

Do you want to become an expert winner of friends for Christ? What aspects or 
characteristics of your life do you think you need to improve?  
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WEEK 2 
WINNING FRIENDS FOR CHRIST: PART 2 

*Teacher’s Note: This lesson is designed to be read and used as a manuscript for the 
lesson. Each lesson should be taught within 30 minutes. Provide the supplemental 
resources, such as the Lesson Handouts (printed or digital copies), to your Small Group 
members to follow along. Additionally, Power Point presentations have been made to 
use with your lesson. All digital resources are available at www.hpachurch.com under 
the Leader Resources tab. After teaching the lesson, make time for a 15-minute 
discussion with your Small Group. 

“If you don’t like what life is telling you, you must change what you are saying; 
because life is like the echo: only what we have said comes back to us.”  

What is your opinion about the previous thought?  

INTRODUCTION  

Let’s reread 2 Peter 1:5-8 and Matthew 7:12 from last week. In the first part of this 
topic, we established that there are two basic elements for us to become good soul 
winners for Our Lord Jesus Christ: the first — of course — is the power of the Holy 
Spirit working in us; the second, interpersonal relationships.  

Sometimes we feel rejection towards some people. That being the case, it is 
impossible for us to treat them well, at least not all the time. Other times, we think 
wonderful things about people, but we don’t tell them. They will never realize what we 
think, unless we express it to them! Appreciation has no value, if all we do is think 
about it, but it becomes something valuable when we manifest it; and when we do, 
people respond the way we conceptualize them.  

WAYS IN WHAT WE WANT TO BE TREATED  

We have already studied two things that we all hope to receive from others: “I want 
others to encourage me” and “I want others to appreciate me.” Now we will see three 
others:  

1. “I want others to forgive me.” A forgiving spirit is the basic ingredient for building 
strong relationships. Forgiveness frees us from guilt and allows us to act positively with 
others. People who have difficulty forgiving do not relate in a genuine, much less 
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pleasant way; they are, one of two: or very arrogant, or very insecure. Although holding 
a grudge produces some satisfaction, some immediate pleasure in one for the harm 
that one feels that does to the other, the damage that the angry person does to 
himself is greater. Lack of forgiveness produces emotional and physical stress, and 
many diseases. There are people who in order to be healed, need to confess and 
forgive before they pray as James 5:16 says.  

Three days before he died, Senator Hubert Humphrey said: “At this point in my life, at 
sunset, all speeches, political conventions, crowds and big fights are behind me. At this 
moment, I feel forced to face my essence, to face what is really important. What I 
conclude about life is that, when everything has been said and done, what counts is 
how many people I’ve forgiven and redeemed so that they could move on.”  

Do you want to die victoriously? First, you have to live victoriously. And for that you 
have to tolerate and forgive. You have to be a person of inner peace. You cannot take 
others where you yourself have not gone. If you don’t have peace, it’s not because 
someone took it from you, but because you let it go. You can’t always control what 
goes on around you, but you can control what goes on inside you. “You can’t stop 
birds from flying over your head, but you can stop them from building a nest on it.” 
Said a Greek philosopher.  

If we do not have the peace of Christ, we can never bring others to the Lord. Really, 
the Christian has to be “unoffendable” in order to win his friends for Christ!  

2. “I want others to listen to me.” In his book Seven Habits of Highly Effective People, 
Steven Covey says: “Seek to understand first and then be understood.” There is a big 
difference between hearing people and understanding them. Listening is wanting to 
understand, while a deaf ear is the first indication of a closed mind.  

The natural tendency with the passage of time, with the accumulation of experience, 
with the years in the church, is the lack of patience to listen to those who come behind. 
Often “the cow forgets that it was veal.” When a person rises to a position, he tends to 
feel less obligated to listen. But his need to listen is at that time greater than ever.  

If you have not acquired the habit of listening carefully and intelligently, you will not be 
able to obtain the necessary information, you will not be able to understand other 
people, you will not feel compassion for them, and they will not want to follow you, not 
even talk to you. Why would they waste their valuable time with someone who is not 
sincerely interested in them?  
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3. “I want others to understand me.” How do you feel when someone misunderstands 
you, or does not understand you, or does not care to understand you? Let’s say you 
have no interest in what happens to you. What kind of feelings arise in you? Do you 
feel lonely? Do you feel frustration? Disappointment? Anger? It’s the same as others 
feel when you don’t pay attention to them, when you don’t offer them understanding 
or compassion.  

The lack of good communication results in:  

1. 50% of all divorces.  
 
2. 60% of all economic breaks. 
 
3. 90% of all crimes. 
 
4. Incalculable defections in the Church. Good communication is the basis of 
progress!  

 

BRIEF COURSE OF INTERPERSONAL RELATIONS  

So far, we have said that every human being expects others:  

(1) Encourage him.  
(2) Appreciate him.  
(3) Forgive him. 
(4) Listen to him.  
(5) Understand him.  

Now let’s see a brief but powerful course of interpersonal relationships, with only seven 
sentences:  

CONCLUSION  

Remember this: Your success in winning your friends for Christ depends on your ability 
to relate to them in a healthy and positive way. The biblical key is to put yourself in the 
place of the other person, instead of wanting to “put them in their place”.  
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Matthew 7:12, KJV: “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to 
you, do ye even so to them.”  

In short, if you want to win many friends for Christ, you have to treat them the way you 
want them to treat you: encourage, appreciate, forgive, listen and understand. And 
remember that the word “you” is the most important! Don’t you think so?  
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WEEK 3 
HOW CAN YOU SLEEP?: PART 1 

*Teacher’s Note: This lesson is designed to be read and used as a manuscript for the 
lesson. Each lesson should be taught within 30 minutes. Provide the supplemental 
resources, such as the Lesson Handouts (printed or digital copies), to your Small Group 
members to follow along. Additionally, Power Point presentations have been made to 
use with your lesson. All digital resources are available at www.hpachurch.com under 
the Leader Resources tab. After teaching the lesson, make time for a 15-minute 
discussion with your Small Group. 

Have you ever experienced being “half-awake” that is, wanting to wake up, but unable 
to get up at all?  

INTRODUCTION  

Let’s read Jonah 1:1–4, ESV: “Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the son of 
Amittai, saying, “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it, for their 
evil[a] has come up before me.” But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from the presence 
of the Lord. He went down to Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish. So he paid 
the fare and went down into it, to go with them to Tarshish, away from the presence 
of the Lord. But the Lord hurled a great wind upon the sea, and there was a mighty 
tempest on the sea, so that the ship threatened to break up.” 

The world is in the middle of a crisis. The great powers see how the bastions that 
sustained their vain hope are destroyed before them. Capitalism, socialism, 
communism, nationalism, militarism; are all doctrines that have failed. Neither 
democracy as a system, nor religious extremism, are capable of containing the 
escalation of global violence that is taking place. The long-awaited peace seems to rely 
on sugar pillars: it has not been achieved, and it will never be achieved as long as man 
continues trying to govern this world on his own.  

WHERE IS THE CHURCH?  

Human beings are lost, and we know it, but where is the Church? Where has God’s 
instrument, vessel, for a world in crisis been hidden? It seems that the crisis is not only 
in the nations of the world. The lack of credibility in governments and secular 
institutions along with their leaders are part of the crisis and we now, have to add the 
lack of response of believers in Christ as part of the crisis. We can continue to blame 
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each other, criticizing our leaders, looking for the speck in the eye of others and not 
seeing the beam in our own eye but we will never answer the questions people are 
asking us if we continue in this way.  

HOW CAN WE SLEEP?  

The book of Jonah gives us an account that reproduces a situation similar to the one 
that afflicts us today. The first chapter of the book seems to ask us a question; It is not 
verbalized, but it is perceived as the crisis progresses: Where are God’s messengers? 
What is occupying His servants when they should be responding to the crucial and 
urgent needs of people without God?  

The scene presented in verses 1:5–6 is alarming. Let’s look at these verses.  

Jonah 1:5-6, ESV: “Then the mariners were afraid, and each cried out to his god. And 
they hurled the cargo that was in the ship into the sea to lighten it for them. But Jonah 
had gone down into the inner part of the ship and had lain down and was fast asleep. 
So the captain came and said to him, “What do you mean, you sleeper? Arise, call out 
to your god! Perhaps the god will give a thought to us, that we may not perish.” 

The sailors and passengers of that ship are in the middle of a terrible storm. Men, 
women, and children alike throw things overboard. First, they throw things that aren’t 
important, then the important, and finally the essential; But no effort seems to help in 
the situation. It is such a desperate situation, that each one begins to cry out to his god 
for answers.  

Everyone is disoriented. Suddenly they discover something unexpected: Jonah is at the 
bottom of the ship sleeping peacefully! The ship’s captain question captures 
everyone’s disappointment, bewilderment, and outrage: “How can you be sleeping?” 
verse 6.  

It seems that the captain of the ship personified the Lord himself, asking Jonah at the 
time and the Church now: “How can you sleep when there are thousands who die? 
How can you sleep when my judgment looms over those who disobey me? How can 
you sleep in the midst of this chaos, when it is you who has the answer to the 
catastrophic situation?”  

That captain should come alive today and ask the Church throughout the world: “How 
can you be sleeping while at church, singing, enjoying fellowship and not even having 
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compassion for those who suffer outside?” Even the world asks: “How can the Church 
sleep?” 

Like Jonah, we have fallen into our own trap. We are captivated by the spirit of the 
world, that loves results and success. Evangelizing efficiency, numerical growth, and 
administrative effectiveness are now all that seems to matter. We have a beautiful ship! 
But one that takes in water. It is not understood that, if the ship begins to sink, 
everything else must be thrown overboard and focus on the only thing that really 
matters: lives. Meanwhile, we continue to take care of the ship, or rather, sleeping 
inside it.  

GET UP AND CLAIM IT  

Jonah’s book is full of lessons for our life in particular, and for the Church in general. 
They are lessons to shake our laziness, to wake us from our sleep and make us begin to 
fulfill the role that the Church is called to fulfill at times like these.  

If Mordecai was alive, he would surely tell us how he spoke to his niece Esther in the 
midst of the crisis unleashed by Haman’s hatred of the Jews:  

Esther 4:14, KJV: “For if you remain completely silent at this time, relief and 
deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father’s house 
will perish. Yet who knows whether you have come to the kingdom for such a time as 
this.”  

In the midst of despair and seeing that nothing was working, the ship’s captain tells 
Jonah to: “Get up and cry out to your God!” verse 6. It seems that, in the time of crisis, 
pagan people will return to their gods in the hope of being heard. But those of us who 
have the real possibility of being heard by the one and only almighty God, remain 
asleep. This is more than unfortunate! It is something that must change. Do you believe 
it?  

Jonah himself would later declare, from the belly of the fish: “In my anguish, I cried to 
the Lord, and he answered me.” Jonah 2:2, KJV. Just like Jonah, we have access to 
God’s throne to intercede for those who are in the midst of the crisis.  

Jonah says it: “My prayer came to you, to your holy temple.” Jonah 2:7, KJV. In truth, 
we are the only ones who have the answer to the crisis, because we are the only ones 
who have truly experienced that “salvation comes from the Lord!” Jonah 2:9, KJV. But 
we are sleeping.  
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CONCLUSION  

The prayer that God hears must be sincere. “In my anguish, I cried to the Lord,” said 
Jonah. This feeling was later perceived by the Ninevites, who upon hearing the 
announcement of God’s judgment proclaimed fasting (Jonah 3:5) and grieved, crying 
out to God with all their strength (Jonah 3:8). The prayer that God hears is not shy, self-
conscious, or full of formulas; but that which comes from a sincere heart.  

We will pray with a sincere heart and ask the Lord to help us wake up and go to the aid 
of those who are without salvation.  
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WEEK 4 
HOW CAN YOU SLEEP?: PART 2 

*Teacher’s Note: This lesson is designed to be read and used as a manuscript for the 
lesson. Each lesson should be taught within 30 minutes. Provide the supplemental 
resources, such as the Lesson Handouts (printed or digital copies), to your Small Group 
members to follow along. Additionally, Power Point presentations have been made to 
use with your lesson. All digital resources are available at www.hpachurch.com under 
the Leader Resources tab. After teaching the lesson, make time for a 15-minute 
discussion with your Small Group. 

What is the first thing that comes to your mind when you hear the word ‘compassion’?  

INTRODUCTION  

Let’s read Jonah 3:7–9, ESV: “And he issued a proclamation and published through 
Nineveh, “By the decree of the king and his nobles: Let neither man nor beast, herd 
nor flock, taste anything. Let them not feed or drink water, but let man and beast be 
covered with sackcloth, and let them call out mightily to God. Let everyone turn from 
his evil way and from the violence that is in his hands. Who knows? God may turn and 
relent and turn from his fierce anger, so that we may not perish.” 

We arrive at the third and final part of our theme “How Can You Sleep,” based on the 
brief but very intense story of the prophet Jonah.  

PROCLAIMING GOD’S MESSAGE  

Jonah shows us strategies that are relevant to those whom God has called to preach 
the Word of the Lord. One of the strategies is proclamation, not only in how he 
proclaims but, especially, in content. In less than forty days, the prophetic message 
reaches every person in Nineveh, challenging them to act accordingly. It even reaches 
the King himself.  

Jonah’s words are not those of an alarmist, someone who is considered to be 
exaggerating a danger nor of a mad saboteur, a person who engages in sabotage, 
who walks the streets frightening the Ninevites. As stated in the written testimony, the 
message reaches the king’s throne with the same power, clarity, and authority with 
which was being heard at all four corners of Nineveh.  
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Jonah articulates God’s demand with such clarity, that the king gets off his throne, sits 
on the ground, rips his royal clothes, and throws ashes on his head; and all this was 
done publicly in front of his subjects. There is an individual response from all the 
people; one by one they fast and lament.  

But Nineveh’s evil demanded an official response and this is what we see in the royal 
decree (Jonah 3:7–9). Upon knowing the decree, the entire people enter into a cry of 
repentance and remorse before God, with only one hope:  

Jonah 3:9, KJV: “Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away from his 
fierce anger, that we perish not?”  

GOD’S COMPASSION  

The reason why the Church exists as God’s people in this world in crisis is to be the 
answer the world needs. The Church is not called to give political, economic, 
philosophical, or moralistic answers. Many today share their thoughts, presenting these 
types of ideas. The only answer that the Church can give answers to its (the church’s) 
nature, which is spiritual and rooted in a loving and merciful God.  

The message we must articulate must also be clear and forceful in the sense that God 
is sovereign over everything; that He is just and his judgment is real and true on those 
who abandon their love; that He is compassionate and comes to use mercy, but only 
with those who sincerely turn from their evil ways; and that whenever such a thing 
happens, He ends the story with the question he asked Jonah: “How should I not pity 
them?” Jonah 4:11, KJV.  

THE DANGER EGO  

“Are you right to be so enraged?” Jonah 4:4, KJV, God asks Jonah. The question 
anticipates the last lesson this book contains. Here we see that, as servants of the Lord 
called to a special task, we always run the risk of falling victim to our own ego. The 
worst enemy of God’s servant is himself!  

Focusing on ourselves leads us to lose objectivity. It leads us to judge the actions of 
others more strictly than our own. This is certainly an inconsistency. Jonah 
demonstrates inconsistency when he prays. In his book, he prays twice: the first, to ask 
God for compassion for him (Jonah 2:1); the second, to reproach God’s compassion for 
others (Jonah 4:2).  
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Our egocentrism prevents us from being consistent with the message of the Gospel, 
which is of the good news of grace, mercy, and salvation. It makes us unable to see 
how small we are compared to God, and it shows how little we really know.  

Jonah’s defiant attitude manifests all this when he goes out and camps east of the city. 
There is a bower, a leafy shelter, and sits under the shade, to see what will happen to 
the city (Jonah 4:5). Focusing on ourselves leads us to lose compassion and 
immobilizes us in our mission to reflect God’s love for the lost.  

But God is not done with his servant, or with us, and teaches him that, because he is 
very worried about himself, he has lost the ability to sympathize with those of Nineveh. 
It is not that Jonah has no compassion, for he feels it even for his bush. The problem is 
that his compassion focuses only on what benefits him; in this case, shade. That is like 
us so many times. We pray, yes, but with a selfish motivation. The prayer that God 
hears must be accompanied by deliberate action to refuse to satisfy our selfish desires.  

The book of Jonah ends with the following words of the Lord:  

Jonah 4:10-11, KJV “You [Jonah] have had pity on the plant for which you have not 
labored, nor made it grow, which [c]came up in a night and perished in a night. 11 And 
should I not pity Nineveh, that great city, in which are more than one hundred and 
twenty thousand persons who cannot discern between their right hand and their left—
and much livestock?”  

CONCLUSION  

God had compassion on Nineveh and his servant; to show that we have a great task 
ahead. And that, although it seems impossible, it can be fulfilled if we get up, repent, 
obey God, and take care of ourselves so we do not fall again.  

Will we, as a Church of Jesus, have the courage to get up, leave our home and get a 
little closer to people? Will we boldly speak of God’s salvation, in a way they can 
understand? Can we give the right answers to a world that is in crisis? It is urgent that 
we go. We have everything you need to do it. In the meantime, God’s question 
continues to be posed for each one: “How can you sleep?”  
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WEEK 5 
TRUE COMMUNION 

*Teacher’s Note: This lesson is designed to be read and used as a manuscript for the 
lesson. Each lesson should be taught within 30 minutes. Provide the supplemental 
resources, such as the Lesson Handouts (printed or digital copies), to your Small Group 
members to follow along. Additionally, Power Point presentations have been made to 
use with your lesson. All digital resources are available at www.hpachurch.com under 
the Leader Resources tab. After teaching the lesson, make time for a 15-minute 
discussion with your Small Group. 

What do you think of pretending?  

INTRODUCTION  

Psalm 133, KJV: “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for the brethren to dwell 
together in unity! It is like the precious oil upon the head, running down on the beard, 
the beard of Aaron, Running down on the edge of his garments. It is like the dew of 
Hermon, descending upon the mountains of Zion; For there the Lord commanded the 
blessing – life forevermore.”  

Relationships without conflict does not necessarily indicate communion. Whether at 
home, in a cell group, in the church, there are often relationships that do not go 
beyond indifference, a “political” strategy, or even a prudent truce.  

WHAT GOD DESIRES  

Within indifference there are no fights, strife or friction. There’s only bland and 
tasteless silence. Within indifference, people will coexist and interact as little as 
possible in an effort to avoid conflict. “Everyone minds their own business”.  

Whoever observes that calm environment, here or wherever, will judge it in a healthy 
and sufficient manner. Afterall, “A bad peace is always better than a good war”, 
correct?  

But nevertheless, that is not the communion that God desires to find among his own. 
That does not represent the divine ideal of brothers that live in that union that “is like 
the precious oil upon the head, running down on the beard, the beard of Aaron...” 
Psalm 133:2, KJV.  
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As good as it sounds, this is not a union. It just two people walking side by side while 
avoiding the slightest of contact....  

• First person: “How are you?”  
• Second person: “Good, thanks.” 

The first person would think, “Okay, I asked him. I’ve done just enough...”, but we can 
ask: Are you sure? Is that all that can be done for today in terms of communion?  

ISOLATION IS NOT THE REMEDY  

There are some who are like the hedgehog, animals who are not very social to say. The 
hedgehog will build caves within the earth that will connect with others, but almost 
always live separated from others. It is only when winter arrives that they group 
together to fight the cold through body heat. The hedgehogs will begin to approach 
each other, but when they do, their quills stick in the other and the pain caused by 
these punctures leaves them no other alternative but to separate again back to social 
isolation.  

Many live what is a vicious circle. They get close to others and then they separate. They 
get closer and then they separate. Ask yourself with all sincerity: “Do I have quills in my 
life that make me live away from others and that drive others away from me? Are there 
attitudes of mine that distance others? Distancing yourself may seem like the solution 
because it prevents conflicts and wounds, but it also interrupts communion and 
therefore prevents God’s blessing.  

Distancing and isolating yourself interrupts “...the dew of Hermon, descending upon 
the mountains of Zion; For there the Lord commanded the blessing – life forevermore” 
Psalm 133.  

We learn an important divine law from Scripture: Without true communion there is no 
true blessing. We need to… 

COME TO AGREEMENT  

The Bible says that two cannot walk together for long without them being in 
agreement. The fact that I don’t disagree with my brother in Christ does not indicate 
that we both are in communion. Nor does it mean that our lives are in unity in a single 
spirit and that Spirt of God flows among us in one body.  
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The only thing “not fighting” means is that I have isolated myself from my brother 
enough to walk beside him without our souls touching. I’m a hedgehog in my small 
cave! I am not being the blood and life of the body of Christ!  

We have seen what God can do when he finds a group, large or small, that not only 
says that they are in communion with Him, but in Him there is true communion with 
one another.  

It is then that the Holy Spirit operates, flows, and makes his presence felt. When two or 
three are truly in agreement on something, our Lord Jesus Christ will ensure of making 
it so.  

Matthew 18:19, KJV: “Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning 
anything that they ask for, it will be done for them by My Father in heaven.”  

TOGETHER WE GROW  

We need forgiveness, tolerance, brotherly love, and communion; not only to be 
gathered together, but also united in one heart and spirit. Not just together, but also 
unanimous in the love of the One who called us to walk in Him.  

1John 1:6,9-10, KJV: “He who says that he remains in Him must walk as He walked. He 
who says that he is in the light, and hates his brother, is still in darkness. If we walk in 
light, as He is in light, we have fellowship with each other, and the blood of Jesus 
Christ cleanses us from all sin. He who loves his brother remains in the light, and in him 
there is no stumbling block.”  

Stumbling here means whatever attitude or behavior that provokes something negative 
in the other person resulting in their discouragement, dismay or grief that leads to 
isolation from others.  

CONCLUSION  

What is a church? It is not a temple. It is not even a group of believers. Believers are 
everywhere. To be a true church, we need to have true communion. A church is a 
group of members from the Body of Christ that are truly united by communion in Him. 
Believers united in the power of the Holy Spirit. United with the peace of Christ. United 
in the expansion of the Kingdom like the early church was...  
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Acts 2:1-4, KJV: “When the day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one 
accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing 
mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. There appeared to 
them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. And they were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the spirit gave 
them utterance.”  
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WEEK 6 
MEMBERS OF THE BODY OF CHRIST: PART 1 

*Teacher’s Note: This lesson is designed to be read and used as a manuscript for the 
lesson. Each lesson should be taught within 30 minutes. Provide the supplemental 
resources, such as the Lesson Handouts (printed or digital copies), to your Small Group 
members to follow along. Additionally, Power Point presentations have been made to 
use with your lesson. All digital resources are available at www.hpachurch.com under 
the Leader Resources tab. After teaching the lesson, make time for a 15-minute 
discussion with your Small Group. 

Have you ever felt numbness somewhere in your body?  

Ephesians 4:15-16, KJV: “But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all 
things, which is the head, even Christ: From whom the whole body fitly joined 
together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the 
effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the 
edifying of itself in love.”  

INTRODUCTION  

The reason why the Church is alive today is that Christ himself has lived in it through 
generations. In fact, the Church is His Body. The Word of God compares the Church 
with several things: a family, a flock, a bride, a building and a body; but none of these 
allegorical portraits is as clear, as direct and blunt, as that of the Body of Christ. The 
Church is not like a body, the Church is the body of Christ! This analogy is very 
appropriate, full association and easy to understand. Let’s study it ...  

HOW WE BECOME MEMBERS  

We all know that a body has to have a head and several members cooperating 
together; so, it is also with the body of Christ, the Church, where Christ is the Head. 
This truth has some determining implications regarding our association with the Church 
and our participation in it.  

Each member of the body of Christ has been placed there by Him, with a special 
purpose; each one is really important and has a unique role to play:  
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1 Corinthians 12:12-13, KJV: “Because just as the body is one, and it has many 
members, but all the members of the body, being many, are one body, so is Christ. 
Because by one Spirit we were all baptized in one body, whether Jewish or Greek, 
whether slaves or free, and we were all given the drink of the same Spirit.”  

In this biblical text, the Word of God beautifully portrays the way we have been placed 
in the body of Christ; the way we have achieved membership in the body of Christ: 
through the exclusive operation of the Holy Spirit. Each of us has received his 
experience of salvation directly from God, in a supernatural way, as can be seen in Acts 
2:47: “And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.”  

How does the Lord do this?  

In Acts 2:38 there is the only true plan of salvation; the basic requirement to obtain our 
membership. There we find Peter establishing or opening the entrance to the body of 
Christ through obedience to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. This is the only gateway to the 
Body of Christ:  

Acts 2:38, KJV: “Repent, and each one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  

Hence the importance we have as members of the Church, for we have entered it as 
redeemed souls with the blood of the Lamb, Jesus Christ.  

THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING MEMBERS  

God has put every member in the body as He has agreed. Just as the members of a 
natural body - for example the human body - are important to each other in one way or 
another; so also in the body of Christ. Whether we realize it or not, the members of this 
Body need each other. Even the one that is apparently unnecessary is a vital member 
in the whole of the Church.  

The importance of each member of the body becomes evident when we consider that 
each one has a role to play. Without the contribution of any of the members, the whole 
suffers. We all have a role to play. None is more or less important than another 
because God makes us dependent on each other. Although not everyone has the same 
function, we cooperate together as a body. There is unity in our diversity.  
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Let’s read 1 Corinthians 12:14-20: “For the body is not one member, but many. If the 
foot shall say, Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of 
the body? And if the ear shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am not of the body; is it 
therefore not of the body? If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? If 
the whole were hearing, where were the smelling? But now hath God set the members 
every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him. And if they were all one 
member, where were the body? But now are they many members, yet but one body.”  

Each member is of equal value to produce a perfect body! Therefore, and although 
each of us has been given an individual place, a specific function or ministry; we cannot 
act separately from the body and survive. God has placed each of us in our particular 
place, and there can be no schism or division; otherwise, necrosis occurs - the death of 
the member. Each member must and needs to be attached to the Body, and subject to 
the Head.  

HEAD  

Ephesians 5:23, KJV: “Christ is the head of the church ...” 

Colossians 2:19, KJV: “And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints 
and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the 
increase of God.”  

It is very clear in the Scriptures that Christ is the Head of the Church. We must be 
careful not to change this model. God has said that He is the fundamental authority 
and the expert teacher in His Church. The body can only function with the direction of 
a head. In the true Church of God there is only one head, our Lord Jesus Christ:  

Colossians 1:18-19, KJV: “And he is the head of the body, the church: For it pleased 
the Father that in him should all fulness dwell.”  

This role of Jesus Christ as head of the Church can only be fully understood in the 
teaching of the Oneness of God. How could Jesus be the Head and yet participate in a 
supposed Trinity? There is only one Head: Christ; and only one Body: the Church.  
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CONCLUSION  

The concept seen above, of the singularity of Head in the body, also applies to the 
local church, in the figure of the Pastor. We will talk about this in the next lesson. 
Meanwhile, what steps will you take, as a member of the Body of Christ, to better 
connect to it?  
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WEEK 7 
MEMBERS OF THE BODY OF CHRIST: PART 2 

*Teacher’s Note: This lesson is designed to be read and used as a manuscript for the 
lesson. Each lesson should be taught within 30 minutes. Provide the supplemental 
resources, such as the Lesson Handouts (printed or digital copies), to your Small Group 
members to follow along. Additionally, Power Point presentations have been made to 
use with your lesson. All digital resources are available at www.hpachurch.com under 
the Leader Resources tab. After teaching the lesson, make time for a 15-minute 
discussion with your Small Group. 

What is the first thing that comes to your mind when you hear the word ‘integration’?  

1 Corinthians 12:27, KJV: “Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular.”  

INTRODUCTION  

There is only one Head and one body that is the unique Church of Christ. This same 
singular head application can be made with respect to the local church. There is only 
one head of a congregation, the Pastor, who is under the direction of the Lord. The 
Pastor is the highest human authority and occupies the highest office of the local 
church. He receives his authority from his Head: Christ.  

To be a member of a body working in harmony with its natural head (the Pastor) and its 
supernatural head (Christ), is to experience a feeling of security and peace that is 
above all others. There is no more beautiful example of God’s perfect plan than an 
assembly working together.  

Ephesians 4:15-16 - which we read in the previous lesson - describes the maturity and 
spiritual progress that results from a church that works as a body under the minister 
and under God; a church full of satisfaction and joy.  

 

THE CHURCH OF GOD  

Often, when someone mentions the word “church,” a building with a cusp and a cross 
come to mind. In our twenty- first century, sometimes we think more in terms of a brick 
building than in a body of believers. Other times, we think of the name of a particular 
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denomination. But neither buildings nor organizations are the Church of Jesus Christ. 
The Church is a living organism, a body of believers baptized, molded and united 
through the Spirit of God, locally and universally.  

To fully understand our place in God’s plan, it is important that we understand the 
difference between Church (singular) and churches (plural). In the Scriptures, our Lord 
used the term “Church” only twice. In Matthew 16:18, He said: “I will build my 
church.”  

This refers to all the redeemed, their body of mystical, intangible, invisible believers, 
from all over the world and from past, present and future times. This is the universal 
Church.  

The other occasion when He mentioned the word Church was in Matthew 18:17, He 
said: “If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church.”  

Here he referred to a certain group of saints. This relates the concept of a body of 
believers present, visible and tangible with a place; the local church, a specific 
manifestation of the body of Jesus Christ.  

This is the only church that you can become part of in a practical way. The local church 
is where there are real people with real needs and the only place where real ministry 
and growth can occur. Until we realize that we are an organ (members) of a current and 
visible body, we cannot properly relate to Christ or to those who constitute his Church. 
Someone who thinks that he is a member of the Body of Christ without belonging to a 
local church in a meaningful way, infers or implies that he is an organ independent of a 
body. This is not only logically ridiculous, but totally against the Bible. Every believer 
must be properly related to a local church that believes and preaches the truth. 

CONCLUSION  

The key to prosperous Christian living is total participation in every possible thing 
within the structure of the local church – being connected. You must exhaust every 
possibility of doing something for God and work in His Kingdom. Pray, worship, study 
the Bible, offering, testify, share, serve and cooperate. Your Christian life will continue 
to be filled with victory, encouragement and great joy!  

What steps will you take in the next few days to be an increasingly functional and 
better integrated member of your Church?  
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WEEK 8 
OUR FAITH: PART 1 

*Teacher’s Note: This lesson is designed to be read and used as a manuscript for the 
lesson. Each lesson should be taught within 30 minutes. Provide the supplemental 
resources, such as the Lesson Handouts (printed or digital copies), to your Small Group 
members to follow along. Additionally, Power Point presentations have been made to 
use with your lesson. All digital resources are available at www.hpachurch.com under 
the Leader Resources tab. After teaching the lesson, make time for a 15-minute 
discussion with your Small Group. 

INTRODUCTION  

In this and the next lesson we will talk about very important issues, about the faith and 
doctrine as Apostolics. Our church embraces the doctrine of the Oneness of God and 
practices water baptism in the name of Jesus Christ; which is why it is considered part 
of the “Jesus Name” movement and the “Oneness” movement. Our church also 
believes in the baptism of the Holy Spirit, so it is part of “Pentecostalism.” We can then 
define ourselves as: Pentecostal in experience and Apostolic in doctrine.  

THE BIBLE  

Where does our doctrine come from? From the Bible, and this is so because we 
believe that she is inspired by God; that she is the infallible Word of God, as she 
herself affirms:  

2 Timothy 3:16, KJV: “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.” 

The Bible presents divine truth to man; therefore, all doctrine, faith, hope, and all 
instructions for the Church must be based on — and harmonized with — the Bible. This 
sacred book must be read and studied by all men who want to know God. However, 
the Bible can only be understood by those who have been anointed with the Holy 
Spirit:  

1 John 2:27, KJV: “The anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye 
need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, 
and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.” 
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2 Peter 1:20–21, KJV: “Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any 
private interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but 
holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”  

THE ONLY TRUE GOD  

We believe that there is only one infinite and eternal God in power; a God who is holy 
in nature, attributes and purposes. He is absolute, and his indivisible deity. This one 
true God revealed himself as Father in creation; as a Son in redemption; and as Holy 
Spirit in our hearts:  

Ephesians 4:6, KJV: “But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all 
things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by 
him.”  

1 Corinthians 8:6, KJV: “One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, 
and in you all.”  

2 Corinthians 5:19, KJV: “God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of 
reconciliation.”  

Joel 2:28, KJV: “And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon 
all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream 
dreams, your young men shall see visions.”  

The Scriptures never try to prove the existence of God. They assume from the 
beginning and declare over time that the knowledge of God is universal, that it has 
been placed in the consciousness of the human being by God Himself:  

Romans 1:19, KJV: “Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for 
God hath shewed it unto them.”  

Romans 2:15, KJV: “Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their 
conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else 
excusing one another.”  

God is invisible, incorporeal, without parts, without body; and therefore, without any 
limitation. He is Spirit:  
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John 4:24, KJV: “God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit 
and in truth.”  

A spirit has no flesh or bones:  

Luke 24:39, KJV: “Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and 
see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have.”  

God is unique and indivisible.  

Mark 12:29, KJV: “The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our 
God is one Lord.” 

Deuteronomy 6:4, KJV: “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord.”  

Ephesians 4:6, KJV: “One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and 
in you all.”  

As we said, He has manifested himself in several ways, being the most important: as 
Father in the Old Testament, as Son when dwelling in the flesh and as Holy Spirit 
pouring into our hearts.  

The only true God, the Lord of the Old Testament, assumed the form of man, and as 
the Son of man was born of the virgin Mary. Paul says:  

1 Timothy 3:16, KJV: “And unquestionably great is the mystery of godliness: God was 
manifested in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen from the angels, preached to the 
Gentiles, believed in the world, received high in glory.”  

John declares, in John 1:1, KJV: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God.”  

This one and only true God was manifested in the flesh, in his Son Jesus Christ; 
“Annihilating himself”, emptying himself of his Divinity:  

2 Corinthians 5:19, KJV: “God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of 
reconciliation.”  

Colossians 2:9; 1:19, KJV: “For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 
For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell.”  
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Then, Christ in his humanity is man; but in his divinity, He is God. In His flesh was the 
lamb, the sacrifice for the Father; in His divinity, His is the same God who received the 
sacrifice. Therefore, Christ is the only mediator between God and man:  

1 Timothy 2:5, KJV: “For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, 
the man Christ Jesus.”  

He introduced himself to John and said:  

Revelation 1:8, KJV: “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the 
Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.”  

THE NAME OF JESUS  

To present himself to man in the Old Testament, God used many titles, such as: 
Elohim, I Am, God, The Almighty, Jehovah, El Shaddai, The Lord and others. But titles 
are not names. The true name of God would not be made known until the time of the 
New Testament. Isaiah prophesied of this:  

Isaiah 9:6, KJV: “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.”  

Isaiah’s prophecy was fulfilled when the Son of God was appointed by the angel:  

Matthew 1:21, KJV: “And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name 
Jesus: for he shall save his people from their sins.”  

Acts 4:12, KJV: “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.”  

Jesus is the name of God!  

CONCLUSION  

So far, we have seen the fundamentals of our doctrine: the divine inspiration of the 
Bible and the existence of a single God who has manifested to us fundamentally in 
Jesus Christ. In the next lesson, we will talk about man’s sin and condemnation, as well 
as the salvation provided by God for him.  

We are going to thank the Lord for allowing us to learn all these wonderful things.  
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WEEK 9 
OUR FAITH: PART 2 

*Teacher’s Note: This lesson is designed to be read and used as a manuscript for the 
lesson. Each lesson should be taught within 30 minutes. Provide the supplemental 
resources, such as the Lesson Handouts (printed or digital copies), to your Small Group 
members to follow along. Additionally, Power Point presentations have been made to 
use with your lesson. All digital resources are available at www.hpachurch.com under 
the Leader Resources tab. After teaching the lesson, make time for a 15-minute 
discussion with your Small Group. 

Condemnation. What is the first thing that comes to your mind when you hear that 
word?  

INTRODUCTION  

In the last lesson, we brought two basic themes of our faith or doctrine: the divine 
inspiration of the Bible and the existence of a single God, whose name is Jesus and 
means “Jehovah is salvation.” Today, we will talk about the fall of man into sin, his 
consequent condemnation and the salvation brought by Jesus on the Cross of Calvary.  

CREATION OF MAN AND HIS FALL  

Who are we, where do we come from and where are we going? Were we created or 
evolved from another species? Why is man so different from other living beings? These 
and other questions are common, and all of us, consciously or unconsciously, have 
asked them at some point in life. Let’s see what the Word of God responds to that.  

Contrary to what the theory of evolution says, man is a created being:  

Genesis 2:7, KJV: “And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.”  

Here it clearly says that God made man using as raw material the dust of the earth and 
his breath of life. Let’s also read Genesis 1:26-27:  
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Genesis 1:26-27, KJV: “And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our 
likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the 
air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that 
creepeth upon the earth. So God created man in his own image, in the image of God 
created he him; male and female created he them.” 

Man was created in the likeness of God and given the government over animals, plants 
and everything on Earth. God’s purpose was for man to be holy, just as He is holy; but 
man sinned and from this sin resulted the corruption of humanity, and consequently 
death.  

We are then created by God, but away from Him because of sin. With sin and fall, man 
became a being of a depraved nature, slave and sentenced to death; dependent on 
their own effort and work for survival. The Earth was also cursed and lost its vigor and 
productivity. Let’s read Genesis 3:17-19: 

Genesis 3:17-19, KJV: “And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto 
the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, 
Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it 
all the days of thy life; Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou 
shalt eat the herb of the field; In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou 
return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust 
shalt thou return.” 

But there is more. The Bible states that, “all have sinned, and come short of the glory 
of God.” Romans 3:23. Then he adds that “the wages of sin is death” but also that 
“the gift of God is eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord.” Romans 6:23.  

REPENTANCE AND CONVERSION  

The word “repentance” comes from the Greek “metanoia,” which means changing 
views and purpose; change of heart, attitude and life; transformation, etc. According to 
the Bible, forgiveness of sins is obtained by sincere or genuine repentance; for a 
confession and abandonment of sins. John the Baptist and Jesus preached on this 
matter. In Luke 13:3 Jesus says: “except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.”  

The Apostles also preached repentance. For example, in Acts 2:38 Peter urges Jews 
and Gentiles alike to repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for 
forgiveness of their sins. (Read also Acts 11:18; 17:30, in your own study time). 
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Before ascending to Heaven, Jesus ordered the Church “that repentance and 
remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem.” Luke 24:47. And that is what we are doing here.  

THE BAPTISM IN WATER  

The biblical way of water baptism is immersion, and it is exclusively for those who are 
well repentant, that is, who have left their sins and their love for the world. Therefore, 
water baptism is not valid for children, since they are innocent, free from sin.  

Baptism must be ministered in obedience to the Word of God by a duly authorized 
minister of the Gospel, and in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ according to the 
following Scriptures: Acts 2:38; Acts 8:16; Acts 10:48; Acts 19:5. (Read these in your 
own study time). 

THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT  

In the Old Testament, God said through the prophet Joel:  

Joel 2:28, KJV: “It shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all 
flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream 
dreams, your young men shall see visions.” 

At the beginning of the New Testament, John the Baptist says:  

Matthew 3:11, KJV: “I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance. but he that 
cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall 
baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire.”.  

And Jesus finally promised: 

Acts 1:5, KJV: “For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the 
Holy Ghost not many days hence.”  

All these promises were fulfilled in that Pentecost in celebrated ten days after Jesus 
ascended to Heaven. Acts 2:4 tells us that “they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, 
and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.”  

Is it biblical to expect that all who receive the baptism or fullness of the Holy Spirit will 
show the same physical sign or initial evidence, which is speaking in tongues? Yes!  
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Speaking in other tongues, or languages, is also mentioned in Acts 10:46 and Acts 
19:6. And it is clear that the expressions - used alternately in the Bible - “to baptize 
with the Holy Spirit and with fire”, “to be filled with the Holy Spirit” and “to receive 
the Holy Spirit” are also appropriate and have the same meaning.  

Acts 2:33, 39, KJV: “...Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having 
received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye 
now see and hear. For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are 
afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.”  

On the other hand, we also have the gift of tongues, which is described in 1 
Corinthians 12:14. This is equal to the baptism of the Holy Spirit in essence, but having 
a different function or purpose; Therefore, they should not be confused.  

CONCLUSION  

As we said in the previous lesson, the basic or fundamental doctrine of our church is 
based on the Bible; and only by following this divine order or plan for man can we 
obtain salvation. This plan consists of:  

1) Repentance. 
 

2) Baptism by immersion in water in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

3) Receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit with the initial sign of speaking in other 
languages.  

Of course, in order to take these steps, faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is needed, 
because only through faith in Him can we be justified or freed from the condemnation 
of sin:  

Romans 5:1, KJV: “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.”  
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WEEK 10 
TRUE ANOINTING OF CHANGE: PART 1 

*Teacher’s Note: This lesson is designed to be read and used as a manuscript for the 
lesson. Each lesson should be taught within 30 minutes. Provide the supplemental 
resources, such as the Lesson Handouts (printed or digital copies), to your Small Group 
members to follow along. Additionally, Power Point presentations have been made to 
use with your lesson. All digital resources are available at www.hpachurch.com under 
the Leader Resources tab. After teaching the lesson, make time for a 15-minute 
discussion with your Small Group. 

What does the word ‘anointing’ mean to you?  

INTRODUCTION  

2 Kings 9:1-3, KJV: “And Elisha the prophet called one of the children of the prophets, 
and said unto him, Gird up thy loins, and take this box of oil in thine hand, and go to 
Ramothgilead: And when thou comest thither, look out there Jehu the son of 
Jehoshaphat the son of Nimshi, and go in, and make him arise up from among his 
brethren, and carry him to an inner chamber; Then take the box of oil, and pour it on 
his head, and say, Thus saith the Lord, I have anointed thee king over Israel. Then 
open the door, and flee, and tarry not.” 

The biblical passage contains very strange instructions. The prophet Elisha tells one of 
his disciples to go to the house of one Jehu and once there, he was to put Jehu in a 
room in the house, anoint him as the new king of Israel and then flee from the place.  

But this is not the only strange thing about the passage. Later, we are told that Jehu is 
heading to Jezreel, where the kings of Judah and Israel were, and on three occasions 
people come to meet him and ask him: “Is there peace, Jehu?” Now let’s read verses 
18 to 24: 

2 Kings 9:18-24, KJV: “So there went one on horseback to meet him, and said, Thus 
saith the king, Is it peace? And Jehu said, What hast thou to do with peace? turn thee 
behind me. And the watchman told, saying, The messenger came to them, but he 
cometh not again. Then he sent out a second on horseback, which came to them, and 
said, Thus saith the king, Is it peace? And Jehu answered, What hast thou to do with 
peace? turn thee behind me. And the watchman told, saying, He came even unto 
them, and cometh not again: and the driving is like the driving of Jehu the son of 
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Nimshi; for he driveth furiously. And Joram said, Make ready. And his chariot was 
made ready. And Joram king of Israel and Ahaziah king of Judah went out, each in his 
chariot, and they went out against Jehu, and met him in the portion of Naboth the 
Jezreelite. And it came to pass, when Joram saw Jehu, that he said, Is it peace, Jehu? 
And he answered, What peace, so long as the whoredoms of thy mother Jezebel and 
her witchcrafts are so many? And Joram turned his hands, and fled, and said to 
Ahaziah, There is treachery, O Ahaziah. And Jehu drew a bow with his full strength, 
and smote Jehoram between his arms, and the arrow went out at his heart, and he 
sunk down in his chariot.” 

When those two messengers ask Jehu “is there peace?,” each one receives the same 
answer: “If you want peace, turn around and follow me.” And both messengers leave 
with Jehu. Here we have an anointing that produces a complete turnaround.  

 

FALSE ANOINTING  

Let us pause the story and go to the beginning of this matter. The Bible tells us that, 
long before human beings were created, Lucifer was in Heaven. He was one of the 
most powerful angels. Ezekiel presents him as the “anointed cherub.” But one day, 
Lucifer looked at God on his throne and said to a third of the angels: “Follow me, I am 
going to dethrone God; and if you follow me, I will be your God.” Then, a third of the 
angels fell under the false anointing of Lucifer. 

The Bible says that because of this, God cast Lucifer from Heaven. Luke tells us that 
with His finger, God took Lucifer out of Heaven; a free translation of this text says that 
for God, it was like taking a fly off the shoulder. Brother, sister, and friend, the devil has 
such a strong anointing, that he brought down a third of all the angels of Heaven. But it 
is an anointing that ceased to be good from the moment he sinned in his heart and it 
became a false anointing of change. With that false anointing, he made those angels 
turn from worship to God and followed him. But just as there is a false anointing of 
change, there is also a true anointing: that which comes from Heaven; The one the 
Lord gives us!  

TRUE ANOINTING  

The Bible tells us that God speaks to Elisha the prophet so that a servant of his can 
take a flask of oil. At that time, a flask was a bottle of approximately four liters. That 
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servant was sent by God to a house, where a man named Jehu was sitting in a circle, 
surrounded by the captains of Israel. This is a portrait of leadership.  

They are sitting in a circle, talking about how bad things are in the nation; of how the 
nation is going to hell with Jezebel. Jezebel’s son was king of Israel. While they were 
still there in their religious circle: talking about the good times, talking about 
everything God used to do, talking about how God used to move in miracles; 
Suddenly, an unknown man enters the house, carrying a bottle of oil, and asks: “Who 
among you is Jehu?” Jehu stands up and leaves that circle and says: “I am Jehu.” And 
the sent prophet tells him: “Come with me, get away from that religious circle, and 
enter an inner room; enter a private place with me.”  

Those men watch as Jehu enters a room with this mysterious man who had a large 
bottle of oil. Once inside, this man takes the oil and pours it on Jehu. More than four 
liters of oil. It was not an oiled finger on the forehead; Jehu was soaked in oil! Then the 
man speaks: “Thus says the Lord. You have been anointed as the new king of Israel.” 
Then Jehu turns and leaves the room, and now stands, drenched in oil, in front of the 
men in the religious circle who look at him in amazement and ask him: “What did that 
crazy man do to you in there?”  

When you enter the inner chamber accompanied by that “mysterious man” who is the 
Holy Spirit of God, He pours his anointing oil on you. When you have that anointing, 
you don’t have to tell anyone that you are anointed; You don’t have to boast about 
your ministry. Everyone notices the difference; Everyone realizes that the anointing has 
visited you, that the anointing has come upon you, that the true anointing is in you.  

The true anointing of change is now on Jehu, so he looks at the religious leaders and 
tells them: “That man has anointed me as the new king of Israel” and suddenly the true 
anointing of change also falls on them in that religious circle. Now, instead of cursing 
the darkness, instead of speaking like people who don’t know the power of God; 
instead of talking about the days of revival that were left behind and how it is 
impossible for there to be a change in this city and how that the spirit of Jezebel seized 
the city; the Bible says that, with the anointing on them, they stand up, take off their 
clothes and make a throne with them, saying: “Jehu you are the new king; sit on the 
throne; take your place!” 
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CONCLUSION  

Jehu’s men take trumpets and make them sound loud; and here is this man soaked in 
oil, sitting on suits, surrounded by “crazy people,” playing trumpets of praise, 
announcing that Jehu is the next king. Hallelujah! The true anointing of change finally 
arrived at the church!  

In the next lesson, we will see how this powerful story continues. Now, let’s praise God 
and ask for a true anointing of change in our lives!  
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WEEK 11 
TRUE ANOINTING OF CHANGE: PART 2 

*Teacher’s Note: This lesson is designed to be read and used as a manuscript for the 
lesson. Each lesson should be taught within 30 minutes. Provide the supplemental 
resources, such as the Lesson Handouts (printed or digital copies), to your Small Group 
members to follow along. Additionally, Power Point presentations have been made to 
use with your lesson. All digital resources are available at www.hpachurch.com under 
the Leader Resources tab. After teaching the lesson, make time for a 15-minute 
discussion with your Small Group. 

Can you have peace at any cost? What do you think?  

INTRODUCTION  

In the last lesson, we shared the first part of the very exciting story of Jehu, who was 
anointed by God as king of Israel to free the nation from idolatry. God raised this man 
to produce a change, a total renewal in his people and a return to true worship to God. 
What does it take for such a change to occur today? The true anointing of God. How 
important it is to have anointed leaders in the church, as well as people willing to 
follow them and serve the Lord.  

2 Kings 9:13,16–18, KJV: “Then they hasted, and took every man his garment, and put 
it under him on the top of the stairs, and blew with trumpets, saying, Jehu is king. 16 
So Jehu rode in a chariot, and went to Jezreel; for Joram lay there. And Ahaziah king 
of Judah was come down to see Joram. And there stood a watchman on the tower in 
Jezreel, and he spied the company of Jehu as he came, and said, I see a company. 
And Joram said, Take an horseman, and send to meet them, and let him say, Is it 
peace? So there went one on horseback to meet him, and said, Thus saith the king, Is 
it peace? And Jehu said, What hast thou to do with peace? turn thee behind me. And 
the watchman told, saying, The messenger came to them, but he cometh not again.” 

THE BEGINNING OF EVERYTHING  

Jehu stands up and says to his small squad of men: “Let’s conquer the city!” So 
everyone runs off and gets on their horse. They have nothing; only praise trumpets. But 
they have submitted to an anointed leader! They are ordinary people, with an 
extraordinary leader, who has an extraordinary anointing; and, although the nation is 
being controlled by Jezebel, they begin to ride with all fury towards the city.  
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The Bible says that Jehu and his men beat their horses hard. They ride to the city, and 
they say: “We will take this city for God!” Here is what dialogue might have sounded 
like with Jehu and someone with common sense in that time:  

“Hey you, conqueror, do you have an army?”  

“No, I don’t have an army.”  

“Ah, but you have money, right?”  

“No, I don’t have money either.”  

“I know, you have some contact or connection in the palace.”  

“Haha, no connections.”  

“So how are you going to take the city? What do you have to take it?”  

“All I have is the true anointing of my God!”  

It starts with anointing. It’s all you need. No matter how big and beautiful a church or 
ministry becomes, no one started out that way. It all starts with something small. It all 
starts with a man and a woman, in a secret prayer place, alone with God who pours the 
true anointing of change upon those who seek it.  

CHANGE OF SIDE  

We already read that the king’s watchtowers, seeing this band of men approaching 
quickly, ran towards the king, saying: “Oh, king, there is a group of people coming in 
this direction. They quickly approach! What should we do?” And King Joram tells 
them: “Send one of our servants to intercept them and ask if they come in peace.” A 
messenger goes out on his horse and intercepts Jehu and his people: “Do you come in 
peace?” He asks; But Jehu answers: “What do you know about peace? Turn around 
and follow me.”  

And at that moment, the true anointing falls on this servant and he turns around and 
goes with Jehu’s army. This teaches us that there are many people who are in the 
wrong army, in the devil’s army. However, they are people who have the call of God in 
their lives; people who want to become powerful soldiers of the true king, Jesus Christ. 
All they need is to meet someone who has been in the secret prayer room; with an 
authentic anointing of God that brings the true anointing of change.  
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The king asks for the first messenger he sent, but the courtyard watchman informs him 
that the servant never returned. Then they send the second man who comes quickly to 
Jehu and asks him again: “Are you coming in peace?” And Jehu tells the same thing: 
“Turn around and follow me. I’m going to show you what peace is.” And suddenly this 
second servant also encounters the anointing of God: he turns around and follows 
Jehu. Now he is a new soldier of the army of conquest!  

The courtyard watchtower reaches the king and says: “Oh king, the second servant has 
not returned either.” The king could have continued with that of sending people; he 
could have sent lieutenants, captains and all kinds of soldiers; but he realizes 
something and decides to go himself. Joram thinks: “I will have to do it myself. Now I 
will go face to face with this man and I will change him with my false anointing of 
change. I will meet him and change the dream and vision that this man brings to this 
city. I will frighten him and influence him to change his way of thinking; I will make him 
abandon the idea of conquering this city.” And Joram goes out to meet Jehu face to 
face.  

IF THERE IS SIN, THERE IS NO PEACE  

When you are close to impacting a city or region with an anointed ministry; when a 
breakthrough is near, the fight is no longer against the “soldiers,” demons, of low rank; 
it is not even against the mid-range ranking “soldiers”. Now the fight is against 
principalities and powers of darkness that come with a false anointing to try to make us 
change our mind.  

That king goes out in his chariot and what does he see? He sees a few people, no 
weapons, no chariots; with only a few trumpets of praise. And in their midst, a man 
soaked in oil, which looks like a complete disaster. King Joram tells him: “Jehu, are you 
coming in peace?” And Jehu replies: “There will never be peace while your harlot 
mother is sitting on that throne, making sorceries.” And at that instance, the true 
anointing of change also falls upon this evil king. Tremendous! 

King Joram had money, armies, power, and influence; but the true anointing makes 
him turn and run from that place. He flees from a man who has nothing, except a few 
worshipers and the true anointing of change. And the Bible tells us that Jehu takes out 
his bow and arrow and shoots towards the king, hitting him between his shoulders. The 
arrow goes through Joram’s heart.  
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CONCLUSION  

This is absolutely true: as the Church of the Lord, we must shoot directly at the heart of 
all iniquity; we must stop taking detours by making peace with sin. There can be no 
peace if we negotiate with sin. Sin is sin, at any time or place. We have to shoot 
through the heart of the matter, with the arrow of God’s truth and complete obedience 
to His Word. Only divine truth frees the sinner. Only obedience to the Word takes us to 
Heaven.  
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WEEK 12 
TRUE ANOINTING OF CHANGE: PART 3 

*Teacher’s Note: This lesson is designed to be read and used as a manuscript for the 
lesson. Each lesson should be taught within 30 minutes. Provide the supplemental 
resources, such as the Lesson Handouts (printed or digital copies), to your Small Group 
members to follow along. Additionally, Power Point presentations have been made to 
use with your lesson. All digital resources are available at www.hpachurch.com under 
the Leader Resources tab. After teaching the lesson, make time for a 15-minute 
discussion with your Small Group. 

What do you think of this passage:  

Jeremiah 15:19, NASB: “Let them turn to you, but you don’t turn to them.”   

INTRODUCTION  

In the last two lessons, we saw how an Israelite named Jehu was chosen, anointed, and 
sent by God to free the nation of Israel from idolatry. We also saw how Jehu marched 
to conquer the city of Jezreel with just a handful of men. Finally, we saw how he 
mortally wounded King Joram of Israel, who had gone out to negotiate with him. Later, 
Jehu also killed Ahaziah, king of Judah and ally of Joram.  

ATTACKS OF IMMORALITY  

Jehu and those who played trumpets entered the city; they killed all the prophets of 
Jezebel; they shot down every idol; they opened the house of the Lord; they instituted 
praise again, and the whole nation fell to their knees. The revival has arrived! But since 
the enemy does not give up so easily, the Bible tells us that Jezebel then put make-up 
on, got ready, looked out the window and called Jehu trying to seduce him.  

2 Kings 9:30, KJV: “And when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it; and she 
painted her face, and tired her head, and looked out at a window.” 

The devil realizes that he must stop you, otherwise, the true anointing that you bring 
will transform lives, families, and cities. He knows very well that he must make you 
change your mind, but he realizes he can’t. He then makes his last effort: since he has 
not been able to catch you in any other way, he attacks with immorality. It comes 
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against you through sexual temptation; he comes to make you addicted to 
pornography; he comes to get you involved in adultery and fornication.  

But this generation cannot fall before the false anointing of the spirit of Jezebel. This 
Apostolic generation has the true anointing of change. It has something much more 
valuable than what is in a club, drugs, social networks, movie theaters, or any immoral 
relationship. This generation has promises from God and a very great purpose that 
God wants to fulfill throughout the world!  

REMAIN PURE  

Jezebel is up there, trying to stop you, seeking to seduce you through her false 
anointing, but you don’t have to pay attention to her. Remember today and always that 
the anointing you have is stronger, greater, and more powerful than any false anointing 
of any spirit of this age. When Jehu hears Jezebel calling, he does not answer but asks: 
“Who is on my side? Who?” verse 32. And the Bible says there were two eunuchs. A 
eunuch is someone who is sterile. The king didn’t want to worry about the servants 
doing something with the queen, so he made them eunuchs.  

Dear brother, sister, and friend, with all due respect, we want to tell you that if you are 
playing with the spirit of Jezebel, which is the spirit of immorality, it will make you 
sterile, spiritually speaking. You won’t be able to reproduce anymore. Jezebel has 
been taking the true anointing away from many in this generation; that is, the ability to 
produce life or transform others into new creatures. But you remain pure, stay clean, 
take care of your walk, and fight your battle every day. Anoint your eyes, ears, and 
heart with true anointing.  

ANOINTING THAT RELEASES  

When Jehu asks, “Who is on my side? Who?” Suddenly the true anointing that is upon 
him falls on the eunuchs that were above; and eunuchs who had never done anything 
productive in their lives, lift Jezebel and throw her out the window. Jezebel crashes and 
is devoured by dogs, just as the prophet Elijah had announced years before. We can 
imagine the eunuchs running away and rejoicing saying: We are free!  

There is a true anointing of change for every slave, for every drug addict, for every 
drunk, for every adulterer, for every person tied to sexual immorality. There is a true 
anointing of change for you who are sick or anyone you know that is sick. God can 
change everything. He can change your heart, He can change your marriage, He can 
change your children, He can change any situation in your life.  
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CONCLUSION  

We can do great things for our people! The apostle John wrote that we have “the 
anointing of the Saint” and that we know “all things” (1 John 2:20). The people around 
us cry out for it, perhaps without knowing it and expect us to get up as soon as 
possible with that true anointing of the Spirit of God, to preach the Word that brings 
freedom to people’s lives.  

The spirit of Jezebel and her false prophets do not have enough power to change us, 
but we do have the power to change them. What do we need to make that happen? 
Be filled with the true anointing of change! God wants to renew our lives in these final 
days. He wants to renew our friendship group. He wants to renew our congregation.  

God really wants to pour out the powerful anointing of his Holy Spirit on each of his 
children.  
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WEEK 13 
BREAKING THE DEVIL’S CHAINS: PART 1 

*Teacher’s Note: This lesson is designed to be read and used as a manuscript for the 
lesson. Each lesson should be taught within 30 minutes. Provide the supplemental 
resources, such as the Lesson Handouts (printed or digital copies), to your Small Group 
members to follow along. Additionally, Power Point presentations have been made to 
use with your lesson. All digital resources are available at www.hpachurch.com under 
the Leader Resources tab. After teaching the lesson, make time for a 15-minute 
discussion with your Small Group. 

What does the word ‘slavery’ suggest?  

INTRODUCTION  

Ephesians 6:10-20, KJV: “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power 
of his might. Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against 
the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of 
God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 
Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate 
of righteousness; and your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace. 
Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery 
darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God: praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, 
and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints; and for 
me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make 
known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein 
I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.”  

This passage says that, as the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ, we are in a spiritual war, 
a war that develops in the reality of our lives. Unfortunately, some believers are 
defeated in their Christian life because they deny, ignore or don’t care about this 
reality.  
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WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT THE ENEMY  

Many Christians today underestimate the power and influence of the devil in their lives 
and in the midst of the Church. Some even believe that they are not sensitive to the 
influence of demonic activity. Those who think like this often use the text of 1 John 
5:18 as an argument, which says:  

1 John 5:18: “We know that everyone who has been born of God does not practice 
sin, because He who was begotten by God keeps him, and the evil one does not touch 
him.”  

In this Biblical text, what we have is a clause that states that the Christian who departs 
from sin, God keeps them and the devil does not touch them. It does not say that the 
devil can never touch a Christian. Let’s see why.  

If Satan could not touch the Christian, why do we receive instructions to put on the 
armor of God, resist the devil, remain unwavering and always watch? If we were not 
vulnerable to being hurt or trapped in Satan’s traps, why does the Apostle Paul 
describe our relationship with the powers of darkness in terms of a terrible battle? The 
answer is that we are in a spiritual war, this is not optional for us and it is a matter of life 
or death.  

Those who deny our enemy’s potential to destroy us are the most vulnerable to their 
attack. Satan is a deceiver, and will do what is possible and impossible to work in a 
hidden way. If Satan and his demons make a Christian be deceived and surrender to 
sin, they immediately lose the guarantee of God’s protection.  

Many do not like to talk about these issues, but Jesus talked about them, and he did so 
because it was necessary to emphasize the darkness so that His light shone even 
stronger. According to Jesus’ teaching, the function of the enemy is none other than to 
steal, kill and destroy:  

John 10:10, KJV: “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that 
they may have life, and that they may have it in abundance.”  

1 John 5:19, KJV tells us that those who are without Christ are under the dominion of 
the evil one, of the prince of the power of the air: “... the whole world is under the evil 
one.”  



WEEK 13  BREAKING THE DEVIL’S CHAINS: PT 1 

 48 

Ephesians 2:1-3 says: “... you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and 
sins; Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according 
to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of 
disobedience: Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts 
of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the 
children of wrath, even as others.”  

Revelation 12:7-12, KJV: “7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels 
fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, and prevailed not; 
neither was their place found any more in heaven. And the great dragon was cast out, 
that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was 
cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. And I heard a loud voice 
saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, 
and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which 
accused them before our God day and night. And they overcame him by the blood of 
the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the 
death. Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters 
of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, 
because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.” 

This biblical passage teaches that our enemy is working very actively in this world, and 
he does so because he knows that he has little time left. That is why the Apostle Peter 
warns us:  

1 Peter 5:8, KJV: “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring 
lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.” 

WE NEED TO WAKE UP!  

With all these biblical texts, we want to help you understand that our enemy is active 
and has power to cause harm in the lives of believers; that due to the lack of holiness, 
prayer and perseverance in the faith, many Christians are bound, chained, prisoners, 
neutralized and slaves of the devil and his demons. Beloved brother, we are in a great 
spiritual struggle right now and our enemy shoots to kill!  

Unfortunately, many believers live here in this world as if nothing was happening, as if 
there was no spiritual struggle; or at least as if in this fight the eternity of many people 
was not at stake. Many have forgotten God’s commandments and advice regarding our 
enemy, and rest very comfortably.  
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Some believers are sleeping the dream of indifference, and do not perceive that their 
problems are not only physical, financial or relational, but that their problems also have 
spiritual causes. The sad truth is that in this last days there are many brothers who live 
enslaved by sin and the devil.  

In that context, it is that Ephesians 4:27 tells us not to give “place to the devil.” In that 
chapter, Paul has been telling believers of the time not to give sin a chance; for 
example, lies, anger, theft, dishonest words, bitterness, shouting and malice. When we 
allow these kinds of things in our life, we give space and authorization to Satan to rule 
our life.  

This way, the believer who is free by the right conquered on the Cross, becomes 
enslaved to the enemy when he does not repent or turn to God. Where is the way out? 
The only way out is to obey the Lord again:  

James 4:7, KJV: “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee 
from you.”  

CONCLUSION  

So far, we have seen that the spiritual war against our enemy is real; that we cannot 
turn our backs or ignore it; and that we must remain awake, watching and being sober 
at all times, in order to succeed. In the next lesson, we will talk about closing every gap 
to the enemy, so that he has no way to enter and harm us.  

Meanwhile, what steps will you take this week to break every chain of the enemy in 
your life?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WEEK 14  BREAKING THE DEVIL’S CHAINS: PT 2 

 50 

WEEK 14 
BREAKING THE DEVIL’S CHAINS: PART 2 

*Teacher’s Note: This lesson is designed to be read and used as a manuscript for the 
lesson. Each lesson should be taught within 30 minutes. Provide the supplemental 
resources, such as the Lesson Handouts (printed or digital copies), to your Small Group 
members to follow along. Additionally, Power Point presentations have been made to 
use with your lesson. All digital resources are available at www.hpachurch.com under 
the Leader Resources tab. After teaching the lesson, make time for a 15-minute 
discussion with your Small Group. 

Why do you think the enemy fights so hard against us?  

INTRODUCTION  

A good answer to this question is that the devil knows that Christians are the 
instruments that God is using in this world to end his dominion over many people; to 
free them from their power and that they may be saved in this last hour of the Church. 
For this reason, the enemy does everything in his power to neutralize and destroy us.  

RELEASING GOD’S POWER  

On one occasion, Jesus warned his disciples of this matter: “I saw Satan fall from the 
sky like lightning.” But immediately he added a powerful promise: “Behold, I give you 
the power to trample snakes and scorpions, and above all strength of the enemy, and 
nothing will harm you.” Luke 10:18-19.  

Then, in Mark 16:17-18 Jesus says: “And these signs will follow those who believe: In 
my name, they will cast out demons; they will speak new languages; they will take 
snakes in their hands, and if they drink something deadly, it will not harm them; they 
will lay their hands on the sick, and they will heal.”  

Speaking of these promises of Jesus, the Apostle Paul concludes one of his letters and 
says goodbye saying:  

Romans 16:20, KJV: “And the God of peace will shortly crush Satan under your feet. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  
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These and several other writings teach us that believers now have the authority and 
power granted by God to crush Satan. More than that, Ephesians 1:21 says that God 
has placed us “above all principality and authority and power and lordship, and above 
every name that is named, not only in this century, but also in the age to come.”  

What immense spiritual power we have received from the Lord to defeat through him 
the full force of the enemy! The Apostle Paul prayed that the churches under his 
supervision would understand and recognize this power they had as the Body of Christ 
and exercise such power to destroy the works of the devil and gain lives for Christ. But 
he also taught them under what conditions the power of God is released in our lives 
and Jesus’ promises of victory can be realized.  

To the Corinthian brothers, he wrote: “As we have these promises, dear brothers, let 
us purify ourselves from all that contaminates the body and the spirit, to complete in 
the fear of God the work of our sanctification.” 2 Corinthians 7:1, KJV.  

And to the Ephesians he said that God “chose us in him before the foundation of the 
world, that we might be holy and without blemish before him.” Ephesians 1:4.  

So, we can only make use of the power and authority that God has given us, being 
subject to Him in holiness.  

WE CLOSE EVERY GAP  

Ecclesiastes 10:8 tells us that “he who makes a hole will fall into it; and to the one who 
will contribute fenced, the snake will bite.”  

Here we have a direct and simple analogy, which shows us that the ancient snake - the 
devil - will not miss any opportunity we give him; he will not miss any gap or open door 
from us. Many Christians today certainly open a large gap when they neglect their 
spiritual life and practice sin. 

1 Peter 5:8 tells us about being sober and vigilant, because the devil walks around like 
a lion, looking for an opening in our life to attack us. Brother, friend, careful with gaps 
such as: anxiety, excessive worries, materialism, impatience, irritability, nonconformity, 
bad mood, complaints, criticism, aversion, resentment, hate, immorality, impurity, etc. 
If we do not close every gap with repentance and confession to God, surely our enemy 
will take advantage of it to catch us and destroy us.  
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WE OBEY THE LORD  

Today, there are few Christians who walk in true holiness. On the contrary, there are 
many people in the churches that live dominated by the devil through disobedience, 
rebellion and double life. There are too many brothers who at the beginning had a 
precious experience with Christ but later, on the way in their Christian journey, they 
allowed these things, being deceived by the father of lies. In many cases, they are even 
leaders.  

2 Peter 2:19-20, KJV: “While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the 
servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in 
bondage. For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the 
knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and 
overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning.” 

And many are being devoured for their lack of faithfulness. God dealt severely with the 
people of Israel about the issue of tithes and offerings, because they had disobeyed 
the ordinances on the subject.  

Malachi 3:10-12, KJV: “Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be 
meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not 
open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be 
room enough to receive it. And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall 
not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the 
time in the field, saith the Lord of hosts. And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye 
shall be a delightsome land, saith the Lord of hosts.” 

The Lord had to allow devourer — the devil — to afflict them; but he also told them 
that if they returned to faithfulness, He himself would rebuke the enemy. When we 
obey the Lord, the devourer is rebuked and has to get away from our lives!  

CONCLUSION  

In these two lessons on spiritual warfare, we have talked about the way in which the 
enemy operates in the world, as well as the urgent need that believers in Christ Jesus 
have to wake up from the spiritual dream and walk in holiness in order to overcome the 
forces of the enemy. Ours is a call to war; not a war against flesh and blood, as 
Ephesians 6:12 says, but against principalities and powers that operate in the celestial 
regions.  
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Beloved brother, dear friend, today it is necessary for you to recognize that, although 
being a believer is a wonderful thing, it is not enough to believe in Jesus. It is also 
necessary to live in Him, to walk like Him. But to be able to walk with Him, you must 
first be free from any chain that the devil has placed on you and that is preventing you 
from being a blessing in the work of the Lord.  

Jesus said, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of 
sin..” John 8:34. But then he promised that if we allow Him to set us free, then we will 
be truly free (V. 36).  

Are you willing to make a serious commitment to Christ so that He can break every 
spiritual chain in your life?  
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WEEK 15 
RESTORED ALTAR, LIVING SACRIFICE 

*Teacher’s Note: This lesson is designed to be read and used as a manuscript for the 
lesson. Each lesson should be taught within 30 minutes. Provide the supplemental 
resources, such as the Lesson Handouts (printed or digital copies), to your Small Group 
members to follow along. Additionally, Power Point presentations have been made to 
use with your lesson. All digital resources are available at www.hpachurch.com under 
the Leader Resources tab. After teaching the lesson, make time for a 15-minute 
discussion with your Small Group. 

Say what you think about this well-known phrase of King David: “I will not offer my God 
sacrifices that cost me nothing.”  

Romans 12:1, KJV: “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service.”  

INTRODUCTION  

Having an altar restored in our generation is really a challenge. Many temptations are 
thrown at us every day. We are continually bombarded by sin, but as it says in Genesis 
4:7, though “...sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt 
rule over him.”  

So, we need to take a dominant position on sin and our desires; reject even the idea of 
our altar being destroyed. We need our altar of worship restored to offer Him that 
living sacrifice that each one of us are.  

SACRIFICE  

Sacrifice, as the word says, comes from sacrificing, offering, delivering completely, 
delivering entirely. When we talk about living sacrifice, we talk about delivering 
everything that is alive in us; what it costs us. The greatest sacrifice we can give to God 
is our life, our body, our self. Let’s read Romans 12:1 again.  

We cannot arrive before God with what is left over. We need to come before Him with 
what it costs us, with “the Isaac” of our life. Let’s see where this crucial issue arises. 
God said to Abraham:  
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Genesis 22:2, KJV: “Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get 
thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the 
mountains which I will tell thee of.”  

God asked Abraham to sacrifice ... his own son! And as Abraham did not refuse such a 
sacrifice, God honored him by calling him his friend:  

James 2:23, KJV: “And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, 
and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God.”  

By sacrificing the most valuable in our lives, we prove our love for God. When we 
present ourselves to Him as a living sacrifice, we can trust that He will not despise us, 
but quite the opposite: He will accept us and bless us. King David wrote:  

Psalm 51:17, KJV: “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite 
heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.”  

GIVE UP  

It is easier to serve God when the meaning of the word “give up” is well understood. 
The key word of this lesson is precisely “resignation.” Giving up means choosing to 
release a certain thing, such as my rights, wishes, etc.  

Daily, we need to give up our own wills with the desire to, through obedience, keep 
our altar restored. We need to renounce the world, sin, the desires of the flesh and the 
passions of youth in order not to lose the presence of God in our lives and never 
accept that our altar be destroyed.  

The latter was what sadly happened to Israel. Israel’s altar of worship in the time of 
Isaiah was damaged by their sin and needed a total restoration. The prophet 
admonished them like this:  

“But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid 
his face from you, that he will not hear.” Isaiah 59:2.  

And all this, because they did not want to give up their rebellion and hardness of 
heart… 

Renouncing also implies obeying, and obeying is itself a sacrifice; for this is bound to 
leave our own wills in order to obey an order given to us. To obey is better than to 
sacrifice trying to restore the altar with hands contaminated by caprice and pride:  
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1 Samuel 15:22, KJV: “...Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than 
the fat of rams.”  

EXPERIENCES  

Psalm 50:14-14, KJV: “Offer unto God thanksgiving; and pay thy vows unto the most 
High: And call upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify 
me.”  

Through the living sacrifice that we are, we can have great experiences with God, such 
as these:  

1. Abraham received God’s provision:  

“Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught 
in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him 
up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son.” Genesis 22:13.  

2. The apostles gave their lives as a living sacrifice for the gospel and gained 
experiences of operating supernatural miracles.  

“But Peter put them all forth, and kneeled down, and prayed; and turning him 
to the body said, Tabitha, arise. And she opened her eyes: and when she saw 
Peter, she sat up.” Acts 9:40.  

3. Daniel, when giving up his life as a sacrifice for faith in God, had the experience 
of liberation:  

“My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions’ mouths, that they have 
not hurt me: forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me; and also 
before thee, O king, have I done no hurt.” Daniel 6:22.  

4. In the same way Ananias, Misael and Azariah in the blazing furnace of fire; and 
so many other men throughout the history of our faith in the one true God.  

Sacrifice in obedience to God will never be in vain! 
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CONCLUSION  

Being a living sacrifice is a choice and as a reward, we will have the presence of God in 
our lives continually. You and I need to keep the altar of our life restored and lit that is 
reserved for the sacrifice of our life to God. You and I are a living sacrifice for God. 
Don’t you think so?  

If you believe it then it will be very appropriate for us to pray and ask the Lord: “Come 
and take your place; I give you my life, Lord, as an altar for you. Restore it completely, 
Lord, so that the sacrifices I offer you are pleasing to you. I ask it in your Holy Name, 
and I thank you Lord. Amen.”  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


